
How to Read an Antibiogram 

Clinical and Laboratory Standards Institute. Analysis and presentation of cumulative antimicrobial susceptibility test data: 
approved guideline, 2nd edition. CLSI document M39-A2. 

 

 

Locate the microorganism of interest along the left side of the page (Inpatient blood/CSF isolates from 
2017 shown below) 

 

 

Select the appropriate empiric antimicrobial choice based on: 
Most susceptible antimicrobial for the desired microorganism (represented as a percentage from 0-

100% with 0 indicating no activity and 100 indicating that all isolates are susceptible) 

 


