If immunized, begin Ampicillin

If underimmunized, begin
Ampicillin/Sulbactam or
Ceftriaxone

If no improvement after 48 hours of
antibiotics, repeat chest XR and consider

chest US.
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Continue
antibiotics
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Y

Move to large
algorithm

Assess for
improvement
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Review discharge
criteria

Parapneumonic effusion
identified on chest x-ray

Y

Obtain: CBC, CRP, blood culture,
lateral decubitus x-ray

If flu season, obtain rapid flu.

If no improvement
after 48 hours of
antibiotics, move
to large algorithm

qNO

Y

Assess
effusion size

Moderate

Y

Obtain chest US
Begin Ceftriaxone +/-
Clindamycin*

3

Consult surgery for drainage
Obtain chest US
Begin Ceftriaxone +/-
Clindamycin*

Is chest tube

el

Is there respiratory
distress or loculated
effusion?

No

Assess for
improvement

Yes

Review discharge
criteria
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Move to large
algorithm

Assess for

improvement Nom-

Consult ID

Consider chest CT

Yes

Chest tube removal
per surgery?

Yes

Y

Remove chest tube
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Review
discharge
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